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Aucesrer, ; Bourt on the Water, Camr- 


PEN, and Farrrorp, Gloucestershire ; OxrorD, Burrorp, 
Coat, and Oxfordshire ; and | 


Receiving the Scriptures of the Old. and New Testament iio al 
as their only guide in faith and practice; and thence : , 
deriving their belief in the important doctrines of Three 
Equal Persons in the Divine Essence—Eternal and Me ee 
Personal Election— Original Sin—Particular Re - | 


tion—Free Justification by the Imputed Righteousness 


of Christ—Efficacious Grace in Regenerationm—The 


final Perseverance of Believers—the Resurrection of 
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on Him, Who ‘has 


the 
q tidings of a favourable kind will be brought us, (should we — 


“CIRCULAR LETTER, 


the 


and anxious to embrace every opportunity of promoting the 
great object fot whith, your friends, we have'a’being 
we once more address you in an epiatle of admonition, of 
-€xhortation, and of love. | 


and we ‘trust a profitable, 
- meeting. We are called, it is true, to lament that the 
_ Churches, in their associate capacity, have this year suffered © 
a decrease in their number of members; as will be seen by 
Teference to the statement at the close. From the contents 
however, we are led to indulge the hope that —__ 


Hive shear them) next yar. Our dance still rests 


fe by nigh ‘all the glory shall be a defence: 
be. hirer’ @ tabernacle for a shadow in the 
day-time from the heat, and 


That our cobfidence: in hitwe kindness: may 
e to have been well founded, we wish you, Brethren, to | 


Aeash and to display a principle of ardent gratitude for the 


favours 
which the Lord thas led’ us; and bearing in our minds the 


all the way, 


he has shown us. 


benefits especially of that salvation, which is in Christ 
Jesus ; we would feelingly exclaim, Zhanks be to God for 


his unspeakable gift ! And if, on account of our warm attach- 
ment to the Redeemer’s’ cause, we must be reviled and 


rsecuted, and have all manner of evil spoken against us 
Satsely rhe his sakes we would nevertheless be exceeding 
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wn genuine representations, 
pan of mueh declension, and instantly to show 
the finest and 


4 


these ‘sentiments glow in your hearts daily! May you ie ena-— 


bled to bring forth the fruits of righteousness, which are 
by Jesus Christ to the-glory and-praise of God! And 


you never 


is indeed a: 


declension. pol ‘the num- 


: ord mightily grew in its on 
men, and in the thowande it brought to the 
Reileemer as his Vet this increase has wot pro-— 
eeeded invariably from the. ‘days of the Apostles until now. 
her in wari appearance; atone 
| but ever under the direction 
power. 
‘Thus among denominations of thus 


a congregation 
which the ‘Church of Christ has been divided ; ¢hus in fami- 
dies; and thus iin :the dhe in alt 


experience 


the ppresent letter in to. 


experience. 
indeet, is the of dediension on a wider scale. 
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‘fection 


Wemention, as. another symptom, a sort of disrelish' | 
sympt \for the 


ing re- 


from decay, 


marks ; so that, if your piety has been 


od any world, the 


Opposite an its maxims, will withdraw. © He that er: ng 
as also the author of theGospel; and a decree has long since’ 
issued from his throne, ‘That compliance with w ly solici- 


tatigns shall render obedience to Christian princi impossi- 


and secures the chief aims of our hearts, such ‘a de- 
from the original design of our profession, ‘proves 


plainly enough that religion itself is. with declining, 


of piety. This follows the former as its ne- 
ion: Chap, $2. Seg 


- 


are glorify God on this behalf ; or that, — 
having left your first love, you may remember from whence 
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2 us to agsist in state FE 
mentioning a And we 
| sntreat you to compare, as in the presence of a 
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. cessary effect : for no man will ever porane that we have 3 


strong inclination to religious duties, while we are growing 


every day more eager in. wor ail pursuits, and more saad 


m worldly indulgences. — | 


It is presumed, here, that she ordinances of the Gospel are 
still fur the most part attended. But, alas, with how little 
zeal! Brethren, we love to see you in the house of our God ; 


-but the pleasure of our hearts would be much greater, were | 


it evident, that you all flourish like the palm tree, that you 


all grow like the cedar in Lebanon. To those, however, 
whose piety is on the decay, the public service of God a .: 


not very interesting. They do not estimate highly t 
-~simplicity of Evangelical worship. They prefer, in religious 
_ discourses, novelty and ornament to solidity and plain truth. 
Dissatisfaction with the pure doctrines of revelation, if not 
always the attendant, is always a sign, of declension in vital 


liness. These doctrines are the food of our souls, pro- 
vided by the good Spirit of God to nourish us up to everlast-_ 


ing life. But if we turn away from them with’ disgust, or 
even if we become destitute of a desire towards them, we 
_ shave cause to suspect, that the principle of inward piety has 
begun to diminish. With your neighbours and friends, you- 
call upon Him who has said, In all places where I record 

Name, I will come to thee and will bless thee, You 
hear the sound of salvation through the blood of the Lamb ; and 
once it was to you, as it still is to lively believers, a 
joyful sound. But it you now feel no piercing conviction of 


- your unworthiness ; no grateful sense of Jehovah’s mercies; no | 
Fenewed applications of the Redeemer’s blood to your con- 
_ sciences; no ardours of love to Him, who loved you and gave 
himself for you ; no patience of hope in our Lord Je- 


sus Christ, in the sight of God even our Father ; and espe- 


i cially if this be ee case for any copsiderable time together ; 


——it is obvious to every one who thinks soberly, as he ought 


to think, that you are far removed from spiritual prospe- 


rity. Time was, when you were glad to hear your frends 


_ say, Come, and let us go up to the house of the Lord. The 
. anhabitants of one city or of one village went to another, 


saying, Let us go speedily to pray before the Lord, and 


_ to seek the Lord of Hosts. And every individual, in search 
ft associates, exclaimed as he passed along, J will go. 


also. 


Ah! brethren, where is the blessedness ye then spake of ? 
For we bear you record, that no ordinary difficulties could 


Mate r could a of danger inti- 
Bice: | tmidate 
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- midate you. ‘On the publication of the Gospel, and ori the 


the | languor 
those bright and happy days, too plainly show that the spirit 


servants. 


worship ~* the living God, it was your delight to attend, 
whenes  *pportunities appeared: and if those opportu- 
ities were at any time slow in their approach, you eagerfy 
Sought after them, nor rested till you had found them. But 

on remissness, which have cast a cloud ever 


of Religion has in your souls suffered considerable dimé- 
nution. 


oe Andin what manner do you observe family worship? Be not 


offended with us, Brethren, on account of the freedom we use 
in addressing you. Our hearts’ desire and prayer to God for 
you is, that you may obtain the salvation which is in Christ . 
Jesus, with eternal glory. We are solicitous that you should 
not be of them who draw hack to perdition, but of them 


_that believe to the saving of the soul. Influenced by these 


motives, permit us to urge on you an inquiry, Whether 


sign of declension has appeared, whilst, as households, you 


have directed your devotions to the throne of God. If in your 
more private capacity you feel the power of the Gospel, and 
your souls are alive to Religion ; this power, this life, will be 


| displayed, more or less, when you attempt to exalt the name 


of the Lord, together with your friends, your children, and 
And therefore if, in a general way, the domestic 
altar and the domestie sacrifice are slighted, the piety of your 


hearts is but small. Should we be obliged to fear that this is, in 


some instances, the case; that family-devotion is either often 
neglected, or attended to in a formal and very lifeless man- 
ner; how can we forbear to draw the unwelcome conclu- 
sion? In former times, when you first knew the value and 
enjoyed the privileges of these sacred engagements, their 
omission (except in some peculiar cases) was deemed a se- 
rious loss, an almost unpardonable sin. But now, although con- 
science has not yet ceased to whisper, Jt must be done; the 
feelings of the heart are nevertheless in a state of revolt, and 
occurrences the most trivial are admitted as a reason why 
these important duties should be suspended. pa 

» Under oi cireumstances, is it an unjust inference, that 
secret devotion (the subject of our last year’s letter) receives 
from you a still smaller measure of regard? You go indeed 
into your closets; and, with respect to many of you, we hope 
earnest devotion and sweet fellowship with God are objects 
which invite you thither, and which well reward the attention 
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went well with your souls, you 


8 | 


ti in whose soul the work of piety is in any degree ardent 
and vigorous. But are not some of you commonly languid, 
eld, and almost dead, in your retired moments? Go and 
I remember thee, the kindness of thy youth, the love of thy 
espousals, when thou wentest after me in the wilderness, 
wn @ lund that was not sown. Yes, Brethren, the Lord 
remembers the strength, the fervour, the frequency of your — 
to Him, when Religion first challenged your regards 
perceive the same in your devotions sow ? mee 
_ they not marked. rather by a certain kind of hurry and 
__kessness, which can be accounted for only on the su supposition 
of an/internal decay? Your prayers are perhaps without that — 


unction which cometh from the Holy One ; and, in reading 


promised | | 
should receive from you. abated homage. His 


‘Moreover, the scesnaation of a man with his fellow 
Christians, will generally indicate the state of Religion in his’ 
soul, Spir ritual. health will necessarily excite a disposition 

speak, either of the glory of God’s of the excel- — 
—Jenee of his Word, of the pleasures of 
preciousness of Christ, or of some other divine subject, when 
_ [proper seasons offer. And accordingly, this is the case with 
_ @ll those who are, in any thing like an eminent degree, alive 


unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. When things 


aad Jehovah hearkened and ard it, and a book of re- 
membrance was written before Him, as a token of his ap- 
and as pledge of his continued favour. 


hight, 
conversation with each other, but as an evidence that the 


aiif avanimation ; and good men, jin all ages, have more or 


godliness, of the 


often one to another ;— 


then, are we to consider the want of savour in your 4 
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We ‘are 


rebuke, in the midst of 


life, to detect one single day 
which this duty was neglected, Serious reflection on our 
spititual condition is both an evidence and a means of life in. 
eur souls towards God. | 
habitual omission of this exercise, the HB: cre 


so'n 


‘the heart is obviously not very strong 


ie declining. Negligence as to the exami- 


uation of his affairs, may, in time past, have been the cause, 


and may at present be an indication, of their decay. He 
perceives, at least he suspeets, that things are on dis- 
advantageously ; and this apprehension, though it ought to ea- 
etfe inquiry, generally it. So with respect to the state 
of Religion in the heart. While ph 
frequently employed in carefully guarding 
against every appearance of languor, and marking, with gra- 
th the all good, proof of his favour, 
every fresh sign of improvement. when you spend your 
days in great numbers without any thing of this serious concern 
to ascertain your true character, is it not because you suspect 
that it would not endure the scrutiny? You are afraid to 
know your state ; ; and this fear is a symptom of a very alarming 


nature. It is a sort of constrained acknowledgment, that 


with you the vigour of youth, and the firmness of mature years, 


ave both given way to the decrepitude of declining piety; and — 


layed, 


pursuits you once 


that whatever energy in religious pursuits 


a kind of lethargic: drowsiness, similar to that which often 


you will not deny that it is 


discredits your profession, and of- 


so, For, first, it grea 


fants per Madera; “As the disciples of Christ Jesus, we 


should ever cherish a flame of holy love for his cause, and of 
disinterested zeal for his . We should therefore adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things. At least, we 
must be blameless and harmless, the sons of God without 
a crooked and perverse nation ; 
among whom we are ordained to shine as lights in the 
world. Now, we shall hardly ever come up to this very rea- 


sonable standard of mora] excellence, unless we are always 
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That’ if you do not ‘advance ‘in “Religion, you are certainly 
_ declining. Ta such a case, the enemies of the Gospel will 
fot fail to ‘speak ‘reproachfully : and will find. no argu- 
mest wherewith ‘to answer ‘them. The infidel will acquire 
additional courage to persevere in his :dark course. Taking 
it for granted that now, notwithstanding all your former 
‘attachment to’ ‘Christanity, you ave nearly of one mind with 
him; or that'you have weighed the Religion of Jesus in the 
‘balance ‘of: actual experiment, and found it wanting; or, 
finally, that»you will ere long prove to have been those Aypo-— 
critical mockers, which he always thought you were; how, 
ing to his feelings will your degeneracy prove | 
_grentiy will ‘it aid his unholy triumphs! Whilst the.Saviour— : 
the much-injured wounded in the house. of 
his friends, calls to*you, (oh that-his voice may be regarded !) 
saying, Surcly, as a-wi treacherously depurteth from her 
hushand, so‘have ye dealt treacherously with me.—Thy sil- 
wer is become dross, thy wine is mixed with water—What 
could have been done more to my vineyard that I have not 
done init? wherefore, when I looked that it 


Again; your religi ous friends will: be in 
many instances discouraged. Some of your fellow-prof 
may possibly ‘be pleased to see you in this doclint 
yours. But the pleasure which; such “manifest, in 
these circumstances, is: but an. ill ‘omen with hethto 
themselves and to you. All your valuable frends in the 
religious world, who have a quick perception of moral dege- 
heracy, wherever it appéars, will feel sorrow on your account, 
how is the most fine 
! Mankind in general take but little interest in 
‘subjects of this nature, cape may get worse and worse 
continually, without making on impression.on their 
minds, ZDhey are not grieved for the affliction of 
But renewed men, men that have received the Spirit of (God, 
discern all things: and, possessing a heart truly devoted to 
the: Redeemer’s glory, their rises: in proportion as they. 
his mimie-dishonoured. How ‘sensibly does it touch 
hearts of your ministers, when, after many a toilsome effort. 
to build you upon your most holy faith, they perceive signs 
of decay upon fear that the 
since 
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since. looked) firm atid will shottly Greseht @ scene 
of desolation and ruin! Brethren, szy they, we are afraid of 
you, lest we have bestowed*upon you labour tn vam, The 
anxieties of those 
well, seem now to have been cherished to but little purpose. 


is to lose the benefits of communion with God. In pro 


r as we escape the corruption that is jn the world through lust, 


‘we become partakers of the divine nature : and in proportion 


_as we again yield to the influence of that corruption, we grieve 


his Spirit, and cause him to depart emer " Brethren, 
you may retain your health and corporeal > you may 
retain likewise your wealth, and make iy, additions to its 
amount: but ought you not to sohah alan at the Saviour’s 
interrogation, What ts a man profited, if he shall gain the 
whole world, and lose his own owns 06 sal? At all events, if your 
work be burned in the day of Cfifist, you shall suffer loss ; 


That, then; in done? To. this 
question our answer may be very brie 


Besurn, good earnest, to that God whom, ace 


cording to our previous suppositions, you have in some 
measure revolted. Borrow language from the Bible, and 


say, I will go and return to my first hushand, for then was 


it better with me than now. God is the source of all good. 
When Religion flourished in your soyls, you found him such. 


_ At that time you praised him as your Benefactor; you rejoic- 
ed in him as your Portion. And, brethren, is he not the 


same yesterday, to-day, and for ever? Seck happiness, then, 
in Him alone. Honour him by the preference you. give to his 
favour, and he will honour you i reviving the operations of his 
grace in your hearts. It is his prerogative to re-animate the 
languid eer} and to infuse vigour into every religious ser- 
' vice. Take with you the prayers of David the son of 
Jesse.— Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a 
wight spirit within me. Cast me not away: from thy pre- 
— Sence, and take not thy Holy Spirit from me.— My 
to the dust ; quicken ene me 


also who have used the office of a deacon 
_ And indeed, all who love our Lord Jesus Christ | in esac tad 


loss will you yourselves To in 
religion | is to suffer a diminution of holiness and of peace. It 
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thy wor Quicken me after thy loving 3 
shall ‘I keep the testimony of thy mouth. Confess before 


- your souls melt in his presence for, heaviness ; then he will 
strengthen and cheer you. Humble yourselves under his 
mighty hand; that he may in due time exalt you. Let no- 
_ temptation prevail on you to defer this great work. It is 
high time to awake out of sleep ; for now is your salva- 
tion nearer than when you believed. The night is far 
_ spent; the day is at hand: let us therefore cast mph, Sy the 
‘works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of lig 
| 


vigour in a pious course. Is it not a mortifying consideration 
to those of you who-have been in a declining state, that all 


A coe time, while you might have been going forward, you 


have in reality been going backward? Let this reflection fill 

you with a spirit of self-abasement. Mourn before God 

- because of your a Rely on Divine wisdom for your guid 
ance in future. tations will still abound. As long 

as you are in the 0 

But it becomes you, as the soldiers of Jesus Christ, to war 
a good warfare, and to take unto you the whole armour 
| of God; that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, 
and having done ali, to stand. In this view, you may hope 

to derive great benefit from serious thoughts on death and — 


i die daily —Look for that blessed hope, even the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Forget. not that you have bound yourselves by engagements 
the most solemn, to remain faithful to him until he shail — 
come the second time, without sin unto salvation. The 
eyes of all men are upon you, to observe whether you live 
agreeably to the design of your profession, and to the sublimity 
of your hopes; or whether, as you advance towards the 
tribunal of Jesus, your hearts are not still more worldly every — 
AS Good men and bad men; nay, holy angels and fallen 
pr Ay are all, with ‘different views, contemplating your 
career through life. And God the Judge of all, and Jesus 
the Mediator of the new Covenant, “behold the state of 
Religion in your hearts with peculiar interest. On this account, 
it is your duty to regard St. Paul’s advice to the Corinthians ; 
Watch ye; in quit you 


be. strong, 


the Lord your ingratitude and comparative indifference. Let 


F requently meditate on the of firmness and 


tribulation will certainly attend you. — 


_ eternity. Learn to enter into the spirit of the Apostle’s words, — 


Finally, 3 
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Finally, live nearer to God in future than ever you have 
done at any former period, ge best days, P pas enjoyed 
the light of his countenance. His candle shined upon your 
head, and by his light you walked through darkness, Call 
to remembrance those interesting seasons: and, in pr i 
as your more recent experience has fallen below their standard, 
let nothing henceforth satisfy you that is not as much above 
it. Resolve to do for God and his cause such a measure of 
work, as will counterbalance, if possible, the evils: resulting 
from your past supineness, Advantages are doubtless con- — 
nected with deliberate and solemn renewals of self-dedication 
to the Lord, Christians have been accustomed to adopt this __ 

tice; and have told us, that a day or an hour so appro- 


_ priated has often received blessing from God. If you want 


a model for such exercises, it is easily obtained. Several of © 
our most pious writers have taken pains to supply you*. But 
if you attempt this work sincerely, your own feelings, with a 


free use of the Scriptures, will in most cases furnish ample — : 


materials and sufficient skill to employ them. And how 
edifying, Brethren, will you find a constant regard to the 


example of your Lord and Master! He increased in favour 


with Gad and man. The purity of his nature, indeed, always 
preserved him from sin; yet the absolute decision of his 
mind on the side of truth and righteousness, stimulated him 
to a perpetual advance in zeal for the glory of his Father 
and our Father, of his God and our God. Hence every 
one who reads with attention the history of his life, must 
perceive that, although his was from the beginning the path 
of the just, it continued shining more and more unto the 

fect day. As he therefore has set us an example that we 


should follow his steps, let us diligently aim to copy it: 
till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowe . 


ledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ : that we 
henceforth be no more children, tossed to and * gps and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight 
of men and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive: hut speaking the truth in love, may Me ww up into 
Him in ali things, which is the Head even Christ: from 
whom the whole body, fitly joined together and compacted 
by that which every joint supplieth, according to the 
effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh 
increase of the body, unto the edifying of itself in love. 


* See Doddridge’s Rise and Progress ; the prayer at the close of the 22d t 


chapter, &c,&c. > 
| T. Secretary. 
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-BLOCKLEY. Ill. ‘Brother Buck having 
rayed, brother Hinton introduced the business of the Association. 


The Letters were read—brother E. Smith delivered an exhortation 


grounded on their contents, and | ‘sgeamens Stennett ponchaded with 
gral iy | | 
At the close the service, the Ministers and as- 


sembled.—A . Letter was read from the Church at Hook Norton, 
requesting admission into this Association ; ; sa request was 


The Circular Letter, idea's ap by brother Fishes Smith, was 


read, approved, and ordered to be printed. 


Evening, half past VI. Brother Taylor prayed—t rother J ames 
Smith preached from Hebrews xi. 26. Esteeming the reproach of 
conduded. riches than the treasures of 
conclude 


‘Half past VIII. Ministers —Rerolved, 


That the state of the associate churches is such as calls for deep 


humiliation, and that it be most earnestly recommended to our 
respective congregations to set apart Friday, September 28th, as 


—aday of solemn md png to God for the revival of religion amongst 


ourselves, as well as ies the prancel interests of our country an i 


Brother Hinton was bi cea to prepare the next Circular 


Letter, on the question, How may professing Christians best dis- 


charge their obligations to the ends the Gospel 
Ministry ? 


CAMPD Wednesday Misning: “half past VI. Assembled 


for prayer—brethren Wheeler, Buck, "and E, Smith were engaged. 


- Quarter before XI. Met for public worship—brother Coles 
read and prayed —brother Hinton preached from Isa. iv. 5, 
6. And the Lord will create upon every dwelling place of mount 
pet and her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and 

shining of a by night; for upon ali the glory 
shall be a defence. be a shadow in 
the day-time from the heat, and for a place of refuge, and for a 
covert from storm and from rain.—and brother Gray from 2 Cor. 
ix. 15. Thanks be to God for his unspeakable sy Brother 


Williams concluded with prayer, ia 
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STATE OF THE CHURCHES IN THIS ASSOCIATION, 
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fession of faith. ... 


Restored: ........,. Excluded........ 5 


Dead, 


12 
Decrease Q. 


The next Association to be held at Oxford, on Tuesday and 
Wednesday in the Whitsiin-week.—Brother Gray to preach. A 


second Preacher 


is held. 


is chosen by the Church where the Association 


‘Bartlett, Printer, Oxford 
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